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1 Current situation 

In 2016 the results of pig farms were a positive exception in the livestock sector. This was due to 
higher prices for piglets and meat pigs and lower prices for food. Other livestock farms generally 
suffered from lower yield prices in 2016. Revenues per farm are particularly low in dairy farming. 
The larger production of milk had to be sold at lower prices. 

For arable crops, greenhouse plants and flower bulbs, a small income decline for 2016 was 
estimated, mainly due to lower yield prices. For the products of fruit and tree nursery companies 
there was a price and income recovery. 

It is expected that Dutch agriculture in general will show a small decrease of production volume. 
Although, this was the expectation before the illegal use of fipronil affected the poultry sector. 
Due to the current phosphate regulation the number of dairy cattle will also decrease. 

 

2 Outlook for crop production 

Due to several developments the outlook for crop production remains to be rather uncertain: 

• The outcome of the elections for the Dutch parliament (March 2017) make it difficult to form a 
government. In august 2017 there is still no information available if the political parties 
involved in discussions to form a coalition also will come with a paragraph for agriculture.  

• There is a growing focus on environmental pollution due to agricultural production and also 
negative results on the health of residents close to (larger) livestock farms. 

• Supply and use of fertilizer is restricted by Dutch policy, EU Nitrates Directive and the Water 
Framework Directive. Surplus manure must be processed. 

• There is increasingly attention for a more biobased economy. The Dutch association of 
producers and distributors is involved in this discussion. 

• Technological developments in breeding, mechanization, processing manure and precision 
fertilization resulting in higher yields, better product quality and higher mineral efficiency. 

• The growth of dairy cattle, due to the elimination of milk quotas in April 2015, resulted in an 
exceedance of the allowed volume of phosphate. The following regulation of the number of 
cattle is challenged by farmers in several court cases. 

 
The Dutch association of producers and distributors concluded that that on field and farm level 
the nutrients and organic matter needs to be used as efficient as possible. Fertilizing crops will 
become more complex. The nutrient balance and the efficiency of fertilizer use needs to 
increase. This requires customization in terms of fertilizer advisory services, mineral and organic 
fertilizers and techniques to optimize fertilizer use. At the same time soil quality should be 
retained with sufficient supply of organic matter. Further development of technology and 
products is necessary. 
 

3 Biofuels and bioenergy 

As decided by the Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment only sustainably produced biofuels 
will be used for the compulsory blending into fuel for transport. This percentage will be gradually 
increased in the coming years (10% in 2020).  

The impact of the ambitious objectives on the agricultural area and cropping pattern of farmers 
today is very limited. As there is not enough biomass in the Netherlands to reach these targets, 
imports will certainly be necessary. 

 



4 National agro-environmental policy 

Application of nitrogen and phosphate has been significantly restricted in successive Nitrate 
Action Plans. Application standards for nitrogen have become increasingly more in line with the 
diversion of the crop. 

The tighter application standards for the period 2014-2017 and especially the late decision on 
the derogation in 2014 gave rise to much discussion, about the requirement for 80% grassland 
instead of 70% and the prohibition to use phosphate fertilizer on derogation farms (prohibition 
does not apply to mineral concentrate  ("fertilizer substitutes")). 

Farmers are obliged to process a part  of the manure produced on their farms. In this way, the 
government reduces the pressure on the application of manure and to contribute to a balance 
between manure production and application. It’s not clear whether or not processed manure will 
threaten the market position of mineral fertilizers. 

Dutch members of parliament and also several Dutch MEPs are trying to come to an official 
status for “mineral concentrate” based in the new fertilizer regulation. After this their focus will be 
shift to the Nitrate Directive.  

The expiry of milk quotas on 1 April 2015 meant a growth of the diary sector. On January 2016 
the growth of dairy farms with an inadequate amount of grassland is regulated. Next to this the 
Dutch government decided that farmers will be issued with phosphate rights. 

The Dutch government favours in general the harmonisation of trade requirements for between 
mineral fertilizers and organic and waste-based fertilzers, soil improvers, growing media, 
agronomic additives and biostimulants (new fertilizer regulation). The widening of the scope of 
the regulation to organic fertilizer products fits into the Dutch policy for a circular economy. The 
government aims to ensure that processed manure  (such as mineral concentrate) will be 
recognized as a substitute for mineral fertilizer and can be used above the standard for livestock 
manure.  

 

5 Forecast of fertilizer consumption 

From 1 January 2016 all dairy farms in the Netherlands were obliged to complete the Recycling 
Indicator (Dutch: KringloopWijzer). The Recycling Indicator is one of the answers for more tight 
application standards on both N and P2O5, due to the Fifth Action Programme concerning the 
Nitrate Directive. This Action Programme could also lead to shifting cropping patterns in certain 
areas. Whether these changes of cropping patterns will have substantial impact on the fertilizer 
consumption remains to be seen as alternative crops needs their nutrients as well.  
Also for arable production a Recycling Indicator is being developed. 
 

6 Assumptions and references 

https://www.nmi-
agro.nl/images/themas/prikbord/PrikbordMestenReststoffen/Visie_NMI_op_Duurzame_Bemestin
g.pdf 
http://www.mijnkringloopwijzer.nl/nl/mijnkringloopwijzer.htm  
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